[Skin problems in a swollen lower limb].
Swollen lower limb is a diagnostic challenge for a physician. Common conditions causing swelling of lower extremities are chronic venous insufficiency and abnormalities in lymph drainage. Stasis dermatitis and lymphedema are manifestations of these defects. The most important therapy of both stasis dermatitis and lymphedema is adequate compression therapy. Patient education is important in order to achieve good compliance with compression therapy. The mainstay therapies of skin eczema are corticosteroids and tacrolimus ointment. Patients with stasis dermatitis have a higher risk for contact sensitization, which is important to remember when prescribing topical treatments.